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Seasons Greeting s District 2 

Members, 

 

WOW, we are already in our 3rd 

quarter and just about at a new year 

and new guidelines for Women of 

Today. 

 

As for the Fall State meeting, it was 

full of good information and lots of 

fun. There were 5 members from 

District 2 that attended. Nicole W, 

Sharla K, Debbi P, Kim H, Val H and 

myself.  

 

Kim H and Debbi P were first times.  I 

had asked Kim H to write up a short 

summary of her view of the State 

meeting. 

 

As you all may remember that a new 

3 year priority had to be chosen, they 

were Hearing & Service Dogs, the 

Shriners and Cheerful Givers. Well 

here is the news: Hearing and Service 

Dogs won, but not by much, very 

close votes, like a 4 point different. 

But that does not mean that you do 

not have to not work with either of the 

other two, feel free to work with them 

if you so want to. 

 

Now that we are in our 3rd quarter, 

start thinking of a new Board for your 

chapter and PLEASE let me know a 

name for the next DD. It is a very 

rewarding job.  You can talk to Nicole, 

Sharla or Sariina, they will tell you 

what ever you need to know.     

 

Happy Holidays, 
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December 1  

LAURIE STROMSODT, 

Middle River 

 

December 3  

KAREN CRUDDEN, 

Roseau 

 

December 19  

MICHELE THOMSON, 

Warroad 

 

December 24  

CINDY DROST-SANDY, 

Warroad 

 

December 25  

AMBER MEIKLE, 

Baudette 

 

January 1  

KATHY LOVELACE, 

Warroad 

 

January 6  

JANELLE FISH, 

Roosevelt 

engen 
tanna 
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After a blazing summer with an impressive 

Kids’ Week, our little island in the north, 

took it easy in September. We strolled 

under the pines, enjoying the balmy 

breeze off the Lake of the Woods (and 

you think I’m kidding).  The break was 

well-deserved as we got down to serious 

business in October. 

 The island of Warroad is 

regionally renowned for its fabulously 

spooky Haunted House.  Under the 

fearless guidance of LaRon Hahn, Melissa 

What’s up in WARROAD?  
Submitted by Kim Hruba  

Wells, Loralee Marvin, 

Michele Thompson (please 

note the “p”), Tammie Doebler 

(and the much-missed-

because-she-moved-back-to-

Arkansas Trish Allen), the 

ladies decided to take a 

vacation from the house and 

instead host a middle school 

Halloween Dance.  The 

success was almost scary.  There were 

230 kids, mostly in costume, dancing the 

night away, chowing through the munchies, 

and playing games like Fear Factor, 

Rockband, and Mummy making.  At the 

end of the night, the kids were partied out 

but happy, begging for another dance 

soon.  The kids brought in 320 lbs of food 

donations for the Warroad Area Food 

Pantry and $600 was raised for the Middle 

School Classroom Angel’s program. 

 But that’s not all!  Our fall Blood 

Drive was also held in October and we got 

86 units of donated blood.  Michele 

Thomson, faithful organizer (no “p”) of all 

of the blood drives, was pleased as we 

were literally battling for blood with the 

Marvin blood drive which was scheduled 

for November.  And finally, we are 

pleased to announce that Trish Harren-
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By Kim Hruba 

The Warroad Area Women of 

Today will be trying something 

completely new in 2009.  In 

cooperation with the University of 

Minnesota, this chapter will be 

doing a camp and training for 

twelve girls in their community 

focusing on leadership and public 

achievement skills. 

 The girls, along with two 

chaperones, will attend a camp 

held at the University of Minnesota 

in June, 2009.  This camp, which 

will be tailored for the girls, will 

emphasize leadership and team 

building skills as well as learning 

how to be an active citizen in their 

communities.  After the camp, the 

girls will be divided into two 

groups and will be asked to 

organize and execute a project 

that benefits the Warroad Area.  

 This project is being 

supported by grants received from 

the following foundations: 

The Warroad Area Community 

Fund, $1,000; The Northwest 

Minnesota Women’s Fund, 

$2,168; and The Women’s 

Foundation of Minnesota, $2,168. 

 The Warroad Area 

chapter is very thankful and 

excited about all of the support for 

this project, financial and 

otherwise, and are looking forward 

to a challenging and unforgettable 

experience.  Stay tuned! 

Klein joined our chapter. 

Welcome Trish.  The 

crowning jewel of 

October?  The fact that 

we had clear skies, a 

warm night, and no snow 

for Halloween! 

 In November 

Janice McAlpine also 

joined our chapter.  How 

exciting!  We’re wondering if a new trend 

isn’t being set.  Who will it be n 

December? Stay tuned! 

 Speaking of December, if you 

are looking for a photo op with Santa, 

come to Streiff’s Sporting Goods on 

Saturday, December 6th anytime 

between 11-5pm, 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
[ Open ] 

 

JACOB WETTERLING 
FOUNDATION 
[ Open  ] 

 

WOMEN’S WELLNESS 

SARIINA KALLI, Lake of the Woods 

124 53rd Avenue SW 

Williams, MN  56686 

218-783-3306 

run4evr7@hotmail.com 

 

YOUTH OF TODAY 

SHARLA KILEN, Greenbush 

19134 170th Street 

Greenbush, MN  56726 

218-782-5626 

skilen@wiktel.com 

 

LIVING & LEARNING 

BRENDA SATHER ,  Greenbush 

P.O. Box 27 

Greenbush, MN  56726 

218-782-5106 

bksather@wiktel.com 

 

NEWSLET 

CHRISTINE SIBILLEAU, Roseau 

26317 370th Avenue 

Roseau, MN  56751 

218-463-1567 

c_and_co@hughes.net 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

SARIINA KALLI, Lake of the Woods 

124 53rd Avenue SW 

Williams, MN  56686 

run4evr7@hotmail.com 

 

RECORDS & RECOGNITION 
[ Open ] 

 

WAYS & MEANS 
[ Open ] 

 

 

Nobody likes to be the new kid on 

the block.  Not in school, not at 

work, not even in the 

neighborhood.  And so it was with 

this kind of irrational – yet very 

real – trepidation that I cautiously 

entered the Holiday Inn in St. 

Cloud, MN to attend my first 

Women of Today Convention.  I 

wondered anxiously what kind of 

tricks and get-to-know you antics 

I’d have to be subjected to and 

how I might discreetly be able to 

avoid them. 

 I’m relieved to say that my 

fears were dispelled when instead of 

being subjected to a talent show or 

swim contest, I was warmly greeted 

by the local members of the St. 

Cloud, WOT chapter. The only 

indication that I was a first-timer was 

the crescent moon labeled “First 

Timer” on my name tag.  After 

registering, I got my big bag of 

freebies and found my hotel room 

where Tanna and Val from Middle 

River were waiting.  It was wonderful 

to see familiar faces! 

 During the weekend, I was 

impressed with the quality of the 

women around me.  These women 

had an enthusiasm and loyalty to the 

Women of Today that was very 

energizing and inspiring.  Ice 

breakers were hardly necessary as 

the bond of being in WOT was 

enough for any woman to approach 

another to thank them for attending or 

inquire what was going on in their 

respective chapters. 

 The enthusiasm for this 

organization was apparent and 

infectious.  When the ladies from 

District 1 raced about in their Alice in 

Wonderland garb bidding for next 

year’s Fall Convention to be held in 

Detroit Lakes, I thought to myself, 

“You go, girls!”  This kind of 

cheerleading continued as I 

witnessed district after district, 

chapter after chapter, woman after 

woman, being awarded for their hard 

work and efforts to promote the 

Women of Today’s values of service, 

growth and fellowship. 

 Without a doubt, my 

favorite events of the weekend were 

the impromptu speech competition 

and the Chicken Lady.  I had an 

admiration for the women who were 

willing to step in front of our small 

audience – unprepared – to practice 

their public speaking skills.  These 

women shared wonderful stories 

about themselves, and after the 

competition those stories stuck with 

me more than any speech tips I might 

have picked up.  I found myself 

pointing out these ladies and telling 

those around me, “Oh, she has an 

amazing story.” 

 The final cap of inspiration 

was from Sunday’s speaker on 

Chicken Thinkin’.  When this wiry, 

energetic lady with a chicken strung 

around her neck among other 

“necklaces” – a neck brace and panti-

liner – bounded onto the stage, I 

immediately identified.  Not that I’ve 

ever had these things around my 

neck, but that her talk on creativity 

and out-of-the-box thinking was 

liberating, refreshing, and affirming.  

We should not fear but rejoice when 

projects don’t go as planned, when 

we try new things, and that it’s okay 

to occasionally stray on purpose from 

the path. 

 And so it was, with this 

enthusiasm and these “crazy” 

messages, that I left the convention 

feeling truly that the world may just 

become a better place because we, 

the Women of Today, have lived and 

served within it.  Thank you ladies, for 

making this a memorable experience, 

not just because of the fun events 

organized, but because of who you 

are, with all of your diverse gifts, 

talents and kindness. 

 

.– by Kim Hruba  
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��
��  Women of Today  

o SUPER SANTA SATURDAY                                      

December 6th (Saturday) 10am to 12:30 pm                        

at the Roseau City Center 

 

�������  Women of Today 

o PHOTOS WITH SANTA 

     December 6 (Saturday) 11am to 5 pm 

     at Streiff’s Sporting Goods 

o BLOOD DRIVE 

      Feb. 24 (Tuesday) 12pm to 6pm 

 

���������� �
o DISTRICT MEETING 

Lake of the Woods -  

     January 10th 

 

����
����  Women of Today 

o WINTER STATE CONVENTION                                        

February 20th to 22nd                                                      

St. Louis Park, MN 

 

2008-09  
Distr ict 2 Staff 
 

District 2 Director 

TANNA ENGEN, Middle River 

35957 120th Avenue NW 

Newfolden, MN  56738 

218-847-4301 

engen@wiktel.com 

dd2@mnwt.org 

 

District 2 Secretary 

SHARLA KILEN, Greenbush 

19134 170th Street 

Greenbush, MN  53726 

218-782-5626 

skilen@wiktel.com 

 

District 2 Treasurer 

LEESA PALM, Lake of the Woods 

4381 County Road 152 

International Falls, MN 56649 

leesapalm@boiseinc.com 

 

 

 



����
� …�
We need your 
contributions to make our 
newsletter GREAT! 
 

Please email any 

pictures or articles for 

future newsletters to 

c_and_co@hughes.net . 

 
Deadline for next 
quarter’s newsletter is 
Friday, January 2nd. 
 


